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SUBMISSION 

OF THE PUBLISHER S FIRST EDITION 


Al-Adab al-Mufrad is a collection of Ahadith compiled by the Iman of al- 
Hadith Muhammad Ismail Bukhari. Its English translation with co mm entary 
is in your hands. Allah has bestowed on us His favour by enabling us to bring 
this book out so easily. 

The Ahadith collected in this book pertain to everday etiquette taught by 
the Prophet #|. We cannot find a comprehensive teaching of like manner 
anywhere else. A simple translation of the Ahadith does not always help the 
reader; hence an explanation is also presented. The translation and 
explanation was provided in Urdu by Mawlana Muhammad Khalid gahri jl_» 
j^JJiunder the guidance of Mufti Wali Hassan and Mawlana Muhammad 

Ashiq Ilahi . It is thus very easy to understand the message of the Ahadith 
in the collection. Infact earlier, Darul-Ishaat had the honour to publish the 
Urdu edition too. May Allah cause us to conduct ourselves on the teachings. 

Now, the English translation and commentary is presented by us. We have 
appended a glossary at the end of the work and an index of the subject 
headings in the book to make it easier to benefit from it. The English 
translation is done by Rafiq Abdur Rahman who has observed immense care 
in doing that and has not failed to obtain advice from the respect Ulama 
throughout the translation. He has done it as best as he could but the human 
elements is there and should any reader find something that needs to be 
corrected he may write to us kindly for necessary action. 

From the translation to the final binding through composing, printing, etc. 
took us about two and half year. We have done our best to present a product 
worthy of the subject and pray to Allah that He may accept our effort in thi s 
world and the next. Aameen. 

I request readers to include me, my parents, family and associates in their 
prayers. 



Khalil Ashraf Usman i 
Publisher of the first edition 





(ENGLISH) TRANSLATOR S SUBMISSION 


Al-Adab al Mufrad is a work by the greatest Muhaddith, of the Islamic 
world, Imam Bukhari . 

He has collected Ahadith and Aather form various sources reflecting upon 
personal manners, family affairs, human rights, social and national 
obligations, supplications at various times and Islamic principles of Day to 
day living. They number more 1300. 

These have been divided into suitable chapters, 644 in all. 

Mawlana Muhammad Khalid has explained these Ahadith in detail and, 
often quoted extensively from the sayings of the prophet jjji, thus adding to 
the number of Ahadith. He has also cited injunctions and rulings wherever it 
was necessary. 

In translating the Ahadith and the explanation, the Urdu text has been 
followed discreetly and no outside comment is included. I have tried to do 
justice to the original within my abilities. I request readers to point out to me 
shortcomings in my effort -and they might be many- care of the publishers. 
May Allah reward them for that and may he accept my effort: Aameen. 
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(URDU) TRANSLATOR’S SUBMISSION 

<sUJ ^eJ>\ 

c _ r U^ dsP-'JAj c _ r U 

All praise belongs to Allah, lord of the worlds, and blessing and peace be 
on the seal of the prophets and Messengers, and on his family and his 
Companions, all of them). 

The book in the hands of the readers is the Urdu translations of Al-Adab 
al-Mufrad the work of Imam Muhammad bin Ismail Bukhari is very well- 
known because of his al-Jami al-Saheeh which is better known as Saheeh al- 
Bukhari and is the most authentic of all books after the book of Allah. He has 
been very particular in verifying the authenticity of the chain of 
transmission. 

Imam Bukhari has related 1329 Ahadith in this book divided into 644 
chapters. (The Ahadith include the Nawqoof Ahadith too). However, often, 
chapter headings are repeated and there is also frequent repetition of 
Ahadith. The subject headings include one or more than one Ahadith and 
they clearly conform to the heading, but sometimes the Hadith has an 
obscure relationship with the text and is only clear after much pondering. It 
also happens that this relationship is so vague and unclear that even a deep 
probing cannot establish a relationship between the two. While chapters are 
often repeated, the Ahadith that are repeated number quite a many. It is also 
found that a Hadith belonging to a chapter is found under a different heading. 
The reason for the discrepancy seems to be the carelessness of the scribes. 
Unlike the Saheeh Bukhari this book of Imam Bukhari was not known from 
the earliest times and its manuscripts lay unknown to others. Later day 
scribes wrote them down according to their whims and when it was 
opportune to print out these manuscripts, the format adopted by the scribes 
was folio wed. However, this does not reflect on the soundness of the Ahadith 
in any way. A Hadith remains the saying or doing or approval of the prophet 
ill no matter under which chapter it is narrated or even if it is reproduced 
with out a heading. It is in any case, a means of guidance and advice. 
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INTRODUCTION & COMMENDATION 


J 


(Mawlana Mufti Muhammad Aashiq Ilahee Buland Shahri) 

J-®' £j>/\ 4) -UjJI 

<lpLjI J^>- S*>LaJlj t JUiS/l ( v r *L>«^_} ^»jlSG oLjNI 

<Jl I 4)1 Lj> iJL — jj JUJUI o jji ^1 1 

l*^^**i ji-dl | » $ . ~ai \j ljJ^L>- jjjiJl <bL>w>l_) 

^ (H^r 3 O- 4 JSLiiJlj -Up Sj_*SLjlJI 

. JlxiSl 1 I (3^*4 J i JI^pSII ^ i^JUaJl 

Allah the Glorious created Sayyidina Aadam and sent him to earth. He 
is the first man and also the first messenger. His children spread over the 
world and the earth continued to be inhabited. So as the children continued 
to increase in numbers and the land to be populated, the prophets up 
continued to come. Every prophet and Messenger conveyed to his people the 
commands of Allah and taught them how to live and please their Creator and 
Master and earn the blessings of this world and the next. No one other then 
the Prophets and Messengers thought man ta human values. Those 
people who kept themselves away form the teachings of the Prophets 
became tamed by base desires. They lost track of human ethics and found 
themselves driven along with the beasts. They are the ones described in 
surah al-furqan. 

[44 : Jli>] $0 <5$ fS 'Si |£V? pk Si > 

They are but as the cattle-nay. They are even further astray from the way. 
(Al-Furqan, 25:44) 

The Prophets and Messengers continued to be sent to mankind until Allah 
sent the last of the Prophets and Messengers, Sayyidina Muhammad s||. 
Allah ended the series of Prophets and Messengers with him and granted 
him a comprehensive and prefect shariah and announced that he had 
completed the religion with him. He has said in Surah al-Maidah, 

[3 :U3CJl] Oxy*jj cUclj oi 

[This day have I perfected your religion for you and completed My 
blessings on you and have approved al-Islam as a seen, (code of life) for you. } 
(Al-Maidah, 5:3) 

The religion of Islam is a perfect religion. Its teachings encompass 
belief, worship, noble manners, praiseworthy deeds and best etiquette in 
12 
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INTRODUCTION & COMMENDATION 


social life. The Messenger of Allah sg said. 

p-s-l'Sl C.— »J 

[I am sent to perfect good character.] (Ahmad, Bayhaqi, Hakim). 

Helalso said: 

JUiNl pLSC r UJ ^ 4il j] 

[Surely, Allah has sent me to perfect good character and praise worthy 
deeds] (Sharah Sunnah). 

Sayyidina Muhammad Rasool Allah m taught comprehensive good moral 
conduct and deeds and principles and etiquette individual and social life, and 
he demonstrated his teachings by putting them into practice. His teachings 
have no like in any other society either practically or in theory. The Shariah of 
Islam encompasses all aspects of Islamic life. It has given rules on all aspects of 
life from birth to death, and shown ethics of living, which are then classified as 
fard, Wajib and Sunah Muwakkadah. Also there are some which may be 
omitted without fear of being questioned for the omission, but they are, 
nevertheless, virtuous deeds and excellent manners. Just as the do’s are 
classifed so too the don’ts are graded according to the degree of prohibition. 
The absolutely disallowed is Haram it corresponds to fard. Just as it is fard to 
do the compulsory so too it is fard to avoid the harm and it is punishable to 
perpetrate it. The next degree is makrooh tahreemi corresponding to Wajib. It 
is Wajib to forsake makrooh tahreemi and it is also answerable. This is 
followed by makrooh tanzeehi and it corresponds to Sunnah ghair 
Mu’akkadah and mustahabb. It is better to abandon anything that is makrooh 
tanzeehi and it is rewarding. But if anyone perpetrates it then he is not being 
sinful though he will deprive himself of a reward. However, it has become a 
common practice to regard all rules and commands on living apart from fard 
and Wajib as part of etiquette and manners. 

Adah (courtesy, etiquette, manners) is a very comprehensive word. It 
describes behaviour of living of man. A man’s living encounters rights of 
Allah and rights of fellow men. The beliefs that a man is required to hold 
regarding Allah and the injunctions of Allah that he is bound to observe form 
aadab (plural of adab, Manners). He has to abide by them to keep his 
relationship with Allah on a correct track. The observance of fard Wajib, 
Sunnah, Mustahabb delivers the rights of Allah. 

As far as dealings with fellow creatures are concerned, there are again 
certain injunctions that must be observed and they too are classified as fard 
and Wajib and mustahabb. 

Many people imagine adab to be just what it means in common parlance. 
They restrict its application to ways of sittings, standing etc. (everyday 
living). However, it is a comprehensive word encompassing every aspect of 


A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF THE GREAT 
NARRATOR OF HADITH IMAM BUKHARI W 
194AH-256AH 


Name, Descent, Date & Place of Birth, and Education & Trainmg. (1) 

His name was Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ismail bin Ibrahim pin al- 
Mughirah al-Jufi al-Bukhari. He was born on 13 th Shawwal 194jAH at 
Bukhara the famous centre of Islamic sciences (about 10 miles to the west of 
samorqand). 

Even before he was born, his father had died, so the responsibility of 
training fell on his mother who sent him to the neighbourhood Madarasah to 
get education. He was gifted with an exceptional memory and while he was 
nine years old, he had memorised the entire Quran. In the tenth year of his 
life, he devoted himself to the science of Hadith. By his sixteenth year, he 
had attained excellent ability in the science of Hadith. 

In those days, a man could gain world and religion through the science of 
Hadith. Only the scholars of Hadith attained high governmental 
appointments and worldly positions and ranks. However, Imam Bukhari 
was always a devoted worshipper, an ascetic and a pious man. Hence, he 
had no selfish ends in mind while he devoted hi mself to Hadith. He never 
approached high officers or sought worldly position or honour. 

Hajj, Education & Death 


In 210 AH, he travelled with his brother and mother to Makkah to perform 
Hajj. His brother and Mother returned home after performing the pilgrimage 
but Imam Bukhari loved the place so much that he stayed behind at Makkah. 
He learnt the science of Hadith at the Hijaz, Yaman, Syria, Iraq and other 
Islamic centres. He attained such perfection that he was regarded as the 
greatest Muhaddith of his times and today he is known to every Muslim as a 
great, glorious man. He had more than a hundred thousand students 
including Imam Tirmizi who came to be considered as great scholars of 
Hadith of their times. Meanwhile he kept visiting his native land. One day, 
the governor of the province summoned him and asked him to teach his sons 
the science of Hadith but he should not let other students come to him when 
he taught his sons, or he should visit his home and give private tuitions to 


(1) Adapted from Bustan al-Muhaditheen Shah abdul Azeey Dahlari. 
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19 1 A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF THE GREAT NARRATOR OF HADITH 

his spns. Imam Bukhari declined to do so emphatically saying that the 
science was the legacy of the prophets and he would not disgrace it. The 

Ummah, as a whole, was a partner in that and anyone who had an interest 
should visit his gathering. 

This attitude displeased the governor who expelled Imam Bukhari from 
Bukhara. He died at khaotank, a village between Samarqand and Bukhara on 
the night of Eid al-Fiter in the year 256 AH 1st Shawwal 256 AH). May Allah 
fill his grave with light and elevate his rank. Aameen! 

His Well-Known Works 

The most well-Known of his works is al-Jami al-Saheeh which he 
completed in sixteen years after an arduous labour and deep study and 
research. He collected 3761 Ahadith with authentic lines of transmission. 
This book is known to us today as Saheeh al-Bukhari. This book has the 
honour of being regarded as the most excellent after the kalam Allah, the 
Quran. This book has been translated and commented upon in many 
languages and more than a hundred translations are known to have been 
made. 

There is another of his well-known works, Tareekh al-Kbaeer which is 
devoted to the scholars of Hadith. 

This book of his, al-adab al-Mufrad is an unrivalled book on manners and 
social living. 

Besides these, there are other works ascribed to him. May Allah reward 
him well. Aameen! 
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TERMINOLOGY OF HADITH 


Marfoo: 

It is the Hadith whose line of transmission is traced right up to the Prophet 
M- In other words, it is a saying or practive of the Prophet |g 

Mawqoof: 

It is a saying or deed of a Companion 

Maqtoo: 

It is a Saying or deed of one of the Tabi’een. 

Mutta sil: 

It is a Hadith from whose chain of narrators, none is missing (from the first 
saying or performance to the time of recording). 

Munqati: 

It is a Hadith from whose chain of narrators someone is missing 
somewhere in between. 

Muallaq: 

It is a Hadith from whose chain a narrator (or narrators) are omitted from 
the beginning of the chain. 

Mursal: 

It is a Hadith that does not go beyond the Tabi’een and the companion’s 
name does not appear (in the chain of narrators). 

Mudal: 

It is a Hadith in which two successive narrators are missing from its chain. 

Shazz: 

It is a Hadith that contradicts another whose narrators are trustworthy 
while its own narrator is also reliable. 

Munkar: 

It is a Hadith that contradicts another whose narrators are reliable but its 
own narrator is not reliable or trustworthy. 
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In the name of Allah the Compassionate, the Merciful 
We praise Him and call for blessings on His noble Messenger. 

a y>. Ji t-oSli i— 


KITAB AL-ADAB AL-MUFRAD TRANSLATION 
EXPLANATION 

[A fyty# Z&jJ ' 

1. Chapter: The Saying of Allah: {And We Have Enjoined On Man 
Kindness to His Parents } (1) 

: Jli jlj-jJl (j-i -CJj-^ • <Jti A-'.a-'t ! Jli J-JjJl jjI ^ 

jlp jb ^1 sJlj LojIj tjljJl oAa : JjA; LI 

s^UaJl» : Jli 4>l <J>\ 4-' Ws 

4 jl$>Jl : Jli ^ : t #^jjJl jJl jj : Jli ?^l : cJj 4 (( 1$3j 

1. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Masood has said that he asked the Prophet 
"Which deed is more dear to Allah, the Mighty, the Glorious?". He said, 
"To offer the prayer at its time?" Then he asked again, "Which deed after that 
(is more dear to Allah)?" He said, "To behave with parents kindly". He asked 
again, "Which deed (is more dear to Allah) after that?" He said, "To wage 
jihad in the cause of Allah." The narrator (Abdullah bin Masood ) said 
that (on his asking) the Prophet gj| mentioned these (three deeds in 
particular) but if he had continued to ask, he would have kept answering (2) . 
EXPLANATION: Deeds are of two kinds. The first kinds are those deeds 


(1) 1. al-Ankaboot, 29:8 

(2) The author has reproduced it from his Saheeh 140, 417, 82. Also found in Muslim 
(Kitab al-Imam) Chapter 36#139, Nasai Sunan (Kitab al-Mawaqeet) chapter 49). 
Ahmad Samai 1410 and 439). 
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1. Chapter: The Saying of Allah: {And We Have Enjoined On Man Kindness to His Parents) 30 

that are dear to Allah and the second kinds are deeds that Allah does not like. 
Piety and sin are also defined in this way. The deeds that are dear to Allah are 
pious deeds, and those that Allah does not like are sins. Besides, whatever a 
Muslim does in following the Holy Prophet is dear to Allah Iaala. The more 
a Muslim devotes himself in doing anything that the Prophet ^ did, the more 
he will be dear to Allah, It is just as Allah has said in the Quran: 

[31 Ji] ^ 0 iJm 

Say (O Prophet), "If you love Allah then follow me." (Aal Imran, 3 :31) 

It is thus clear from this verse that following the Prophet jjj|| is itself the 
most dear deed in the sight of Allah. 

The companions were eager to do good deeds and wished to excel in 
piety so that they could become more dear to Allah than anyone else. It was 
with this thought that Sayyidina Abdullah bin Masood asked the messenger 
of Allah 2|| what deed most pleased Allah and the Prophet £jg told him that it 
was to offer prayers at their right time. Prayer is a strict obligation on every 
Muslim. It was the practice of the Prophet ^ that when anyone become a 
Muslim, he first taught him the prayers. The Prophet s|g is quoted as saying in 
another Hadith that the first act of worship that Allah made obligatory was 
prayer; and of the deeds to be presented, prayer will be the first; and on the 
Day of Resurrection, reckoning will begin with (questions about) prayers. If 
that is found to be satisfactory and complete, the remaining deeds will also 
measure up to the standard, but if prayers turn out to be deficient then the 
other deeds will also fall short of the standard. There is a saying of the 
Prophet i|, "To abandon prayer is to touch infidelity." He has also said, "What 
lies between a man and infidelity is the abandonment of prayer." The Prophet 
iH is also quoted as having said, "The difference between faith and disbelief 
lies in forgoing prayers." How very serious it is that the Prophet $jjj& declares 
that to forgo prayers is to become a disbeliever. The Saying of the Prophet 
is conveyed to us through yet another Hadith that if anyone misses a prayer 
(even once), it is as though the folk of his house and his wealth and property 
are seized from him. Thus, to overlook a prayer is like having one’s wife and 
children and possessions appropriated and the amount of bereavement and 
loss one suffers in this way is identical to what one suffers if he forgoes a 
single prayer. In yet another Hadith, Sayyidina Ali reports the Prophet 
as saying, "There are three things which you must not postpone: prayer when 
its time comes, a funeral when it is ready, and (the marriage of) an unmarried 
woman when a suitable match is found for her". 

One day, the Prophet jg| mentioned prayer and said, "If anyone keeps to 
prayer (meaning that he observes it at its proper time) then, on the day of 
Resurrection, prayer will be light, evidence and means of salvation for him 


31 1. Chapter: The Saying of Allah: {And We Have Enjoined On Man Kindness to His Parents) 

when the accounts are presented. But if anyone neglects to keep it then, on 
the day of Resurrection, there will be, for him, no light, no evidence and no 
means of salvation, and he will be associated with Qroon, Firawn, Haman, 
and Ubayy bin Khalaf. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Masood then again asked the Messenger of 
Allah 0, what other deed was dear to Allah next and he said that kindness to 
parents was the deed next dear to Allah. The Quran speaks frequently of 
Allah’s command to show kindness to parents. For instance, the Quran says: 

'CXg jf Z1XJ ills £*£ % 5X2 

JjJ Jij Si 4-^' C^" (j) 4^= 1*4-! Jb ^ (& 

[24-23 

And your lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and that you 
be kind to parents, if either one or both of them attain old age with you, say 
not to them, "Fie" nor chide them, And speak to them a respectful word. And 
lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy and say, "My Lord have 
mercy on them both as they brought me up when I was a little (infant)". 

(al-Isra, 17:23-24) 

Then, again, we read in the Quran: 

iLJjh J ot ouC J y*} Jc ilj L 

[14 : jLCiJ] 

And we have enjoined upon man concerning his parents - His mother 
bears him, in weakness upon weakness, and his weaning is in two years- 
Saying, "Give thanks to Me and to your parents. To Me is the eventual 
return." (Luqman, 31:14) 

In these verses, Allah has first reminded Muslims of His own right that 
they should worship Him alone and join no one as a partner with Him. 
Immediately thereafter, He has mentioned the rights of the parents. The 
mother carries her baby in her womb, delivers it and then suckles it for two 
years. She undergoes much hardship at these three stages, and the parents 
together sustain their child until it grows and attains young age. If they do 
not look after him and nourish him, he will not grow but they endure all pain 
and protect their child from suffering any pain. Hence, Allah has said that 
when both parents, or one of them, become old and they need help then their 
children must serve them in every way possible. They must speak to them 
kindly and pray to Allah to show mercy on them in the same way as they had 
shown mercy and looked after their children when they were young. And 
the children must pray to Allah to enable them to serve their parents. 

It is true that if continue to help and serve our parents all our lives, we will 
yet not be able to repay their rights. Besides, the Ahadith on the rights of 



7. Chapter: To Be Disobedient To Parents 


8. Chapter: The Curse of Allah is on Him Who Curses His Parents 
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people. . It has become a common practice that people while wasting their 
time in gatherings in worthless and obscene talk. They backbite and slander 
ruthlessly. How sad! They waste their time fruitlessly although they could 
have spent it in remembering Allah so that the time could have been an asset 
for the Hereafter. What an unnecessary waste! This is as long as they refrain 
from sinful talk and indulge in meaningless conversation but if they advance 
further and occupy themselves in sinful talk then they are not merely guilty 
of wasting time but those precious moments become a means of p unishm ent 
for them. It is like paying a big chunk of one’s wealth to buy poison, which he 
swallows little by little. May Allah protect us! 

The prophet s|| has disallowed us to ask many questions but this 
interdiction dose not include necessary religious question. Man has to say 
what is necessary but it is not preferred or praise worthy to put vague and 
unnecessary questions. Some people enquire the philosophy, prudence and 
wisdom of the injunctions of shariah and if a scholar explains that to them, 
they protest that they cannot understand, and they do not need to know in 
this world or the next. What they ask is not pertinent to faith and neither 
does their salvation in the hereafter depend on that, often those who put 
such questions are ignorant of the basics of religion. These people do not 
know even the fard and Wajib (obligatory) parts of prayers, and they do not 
offer prayers correctly. The devil convinces them into believing that they 
seek more knowledge and actually keeps them away from learning what is 
fard and Wajib in prayers. ^ yj ^ 11 4)1 Liij (May Allah cause us and 

these people to observe what He loves and what pleases Him). 

The Prophet also disallowed us to waste property. Lowful possession is 
a blessing from Allah. It is forbidden to scatter it to the winds and to 
squander it carelessly. Let no person imagine that because he has earned his 
wealth, so it belongs to him and he may do with it what he likes. This is a 
foolish thought. The true owner is Allah. He alone owns the property and he 
alone owns those who have the wealth and He has the right to forbid abuse of 
His creation a misspending of His property. Allah has said about those who 
are spendthrifts: 

^ 'Jj it) ijii- pill 

[31 

{O Children of Aadam! Take (goodly apparel for) your adornment at every 
place of worship, and eat and drink, but be you not prodigal: surely He loves 
not the prodigal.} (Al-Araf, 7:31) 

He has also said: 

[27 1^)11] d^j 

{Surely the squanderers are ever brethren of satans and satan is ever 
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ungrateful. To his Lord.} (Al-Isra, 17:27) (Zuban ki Hifazat) 

Ajjdlj 41)1 t-jL - A 

8. Chapter: The Curse of Allah is on Him Who Curses His Parents 
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17. [Sayyidina Abu al-Tufayl 4$e> said that Sayyidina Ali 4&> was asked if 
the Prophet ^ had told them something exclusive which he had not 
disclosed to the people as a whole. He said that the Messenger of Allah sgjj 
had not told them anything at the exclusion of other people except what lay 
(written on a piece of paper) in the sheath of his sword. He then drew out a 
writing, which conveyed (this) Message, "Allah curse him who slaughters an 
animal mentioning other then Allah. May Allah curse him who steals a 
landmark (so that he may encroach on another’s land) and Allah curse him 
who curses his parents. And, Allah curse him who shelters one who 
innovates in religion (a bidati)."] (1) (Muslim, Nasi, Ahmad, Hakim) 

Note: The saying of Sayyidina Ali that the Prophet had not disclosed 
to them anything at the exclusion of other people except certain things, 
according to his own knowledge. Actually, even those things were not set 
apart for him (and his family), but he only said that the Prophet ^ had 
preferred them with those disclosures because the Prophet had mentioned 
them emphatically and he had been very careful to preserve the written 
piece of paper. 

A misled sect holds that Sayyidina Ali was the legatee of the Prophet 
and was informed of some exclusive affairs. This Hadith clearly rejects their 
contention. If these things were singled out for him then he would not have 
disclosed them to other people, besides, it is clear from these things that they 
do not say anything about legacy or vice gerency. This Hadith is also found 
in Saheeh Muslim (v 2, Pi 60) with these words: 

4J1 J5-. M ^ M U ^ J*-J X* ^ Jli J^’ -*> Jli 

. ,jwbJl j (jjJ! oli’ L Jlij Jli 


)oT/i iljJuJjl J v l • Ajc — Jl J > *AJti~Jl J tTV-. 

.roij 


35. Chapter: Excellence of joining ties with cruel relatives 
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else, the second person is under an obligation to return the favour. Joi nin g 
ties is truly to initiate good will in the face of the other persons aloofness or 
disregard for bonds of kinship A person is said to have united ties if he is 
constantly engaged in making a rapprochement inspite of the other’s 
disinterest and disregard. He does not go by the other’s attitude and 
insistence on severing ties but he tries to bring about a reconciliation and 
keeps the ties intact from his side. He fulfills his own responsibilities and do 
what is required of him. He goes on giving the right of other people and is 
very careful not to violate anyone else’s rights lest he may have to answer for 
that on the day of Resurrection. He does not worry whether his right are 
given to him by the other people or not but, if they are violated, he is 
confident that he would get a better recompense in the next world for what 
he is denied in this world. 

The prophet ^ is quoted in a Hadith as saying, "If anyone is desirous of 
receiving high positions and elevated ranks in the next world then he must 
forgive him who deprives him and unite ties with him who snaps them." 

Another Hadith quotes the saying of the prophet ^ in an address to 
certain people, "Shall I guide you to the best manners of this world and the 
hereafter?" The companion’s submitted to him "Do guide us, surely!" So, the 
prophet 3jH said," Forgive him who oppresses you. Favour him who deprives 
you of favour. Unite ties of kinship with him who snaps those ties with you". 

Sayyidina Ali has said that the prophet gj| asked if he should tell him of 

the best etiquette of the first and the last, and he requested that he might 
surely tell him what they were. The prophet $£ then said to him, "He who 
keeps his favours away from you, grant him your favours. He who is cruel to 
you, 

forgive him. And, he who severs bonds of relationship with you, join those 
ties with him." 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayrah has quoted the prophet M, as saying that a 
man cannot attain pure faith unless he is careful to unite ties of relationship 
with him who breaks those ties, to forgive him who oppresses him, to pardon 
him who reviles and abuses him, and to show goodwill to him who is wicked 
to him. (Fadail Sadaqat) 

^1 IS y> Jbs ai t — - To 

35. Chapter: Excellence of joining ties with cruel relatives 
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69. [Sayyidina Bara bin Aazib^k said that a villager presented himself 
before the prophet and asked him, "Messenger of Allah, show me a deed 
that will take me to paradise." He said, "If you had spoken briefly then, too, 
your lengthy question would have been conveyed to me." He then said, 
"Emancipate a soul and get the necks of slaves freed." He said, "Are not the 
two things one and the same?" The prophet said, "No, to emancipate is that 
you free a slave. But; to get necks freed is that you help get slaves released. 
(For instance, if someone sets a sum of money for the release of his slave then 
you must help the slave by providing him that much money and his neck is 
released from captivity.)" He went on to say (pointing out other good deeds) " 
(live someone a milk yielding animal towards whom one is attracted" (the 
one who is given will drink its milk and feed his children and the animal 
need not be given away permanently but may be loaned and taken back once 
it stops giving milk). He also said, "Be merciful to the oppressive relative. 
And if you are not able to do that then command the recommended (course) 
and forbid the disapproved. (This will not involve any expenditure) but, if 
you are unable to do that, too, then restrict your tongue. Speak only what is 
good." (1) (Ahmad, Ibn Hibban, Bayhaqi) 

EXPLANATION: This Hadith is narrated by the well-known Companion, 
Sayyidina Bara bin Aazib 4e>. A slightly different version is transmitted by 
Imam Bayhaqi in Shab Al-Iman. It lists a few pious deeds including the 
gnntle treatment of an oppressive, cruel relative. The Hadith in Al-Adab Al- 
Mufrad does not have the word relative but the version of Bayhaqi does have 
I he words cruel (or oppressive) relative ^IkJl y>- ji\ <^3 as found in Mishkat (p- 
294)and with the additional word the Hadith meets the description of the 
liiNiding. 

pi—l a-IaIsJI y» k-jb - T\ 

36. Chapter: He who joined ties with relatives during Days of 
Ignorance then embraced Islam 
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751. [Sayyidina Abu Hurayrah has narrated that the prophet M, said," 
There are four dinars. One of them you give to a needy person, a dinar that 
you spend to release a slave, a dinar that you spend in the way of Allah and a 
dinar that you spend on your family. The best of the dinars is what you 
spend on your family."] (1) (Kanz al-Ummat) 

j tj\ Jr” j yJi 

319. Chapter: There is a reward for everything, even placing a 

morsel in the mouth of your wife 
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752. [Saad bin Abu Waqqas said that the prophet said to him," What 

you spend for the pleasure of Allah, you will get a reward for that so much so 
that whatever you put in the mouth of your wife you will get a reward for that 
too."] (2) (Bukhari) 

EXPLANATION: We learn from this Ahadith that to spend on one’s family 
is a deed that fetches reward. In fact, it is more rewarding than spending on 
any other account. 

j-Ui ^Js ju is) *IpjJi _ rr * 

320. Chapter: Supplication when a third of the night remains 
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753. [It is reported by Sayyidina Abu Hurayrah 4&> that the Messenger of 
Allah H said." When one-thirds of the night remains, our lord, the Exalted, 
descends every night to the lowest heaven and says, who supplicates me that 
I may answer him? Who asks of me that I may give to him? Who seeks my 
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forgiveness that I may forgive him?"] (1) (Abu Dawood, Tirmizi, Ahmad) 
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321.Chapter: Describing someone as curly haired, black or tall, 
short hoping to describe without backbiting him 
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754. [Ibn Shihab said that the son of the brother of Abu Rahm kalthum bin 
al-husayn al-Ghifari reported to him that Abu Rahm a companion of the 
messenger of Allah ^ who had sworn allegiance under the tree (at 
Hudaybiyah) said to him (what follows): I had participated in the Ghazwah 
Tabook with the messenger of Allah jg. I stood (during the journey) at al- 
Akhdar and (then) I came near to the prophet M,- We were drowsy and I kept 
awakening myself while my beast was riding next to the prophet’s % beast. I 
was constantly worried lest my beast go too near the prophet’s riding beast 
and hit his foot, which was in the stirrup. I kept pulling back my beast until 
sleep overtook me in some part of the night. My beast came too close to the 
prophet’s beast. His foot was in the stirrup and part of my beast hit his foot. I 
was asleep and my eyes opened up when heard the prophet #1 call out Huss! 
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